curriculum
overview
Dear Parents and Carers,
The Secondary School Team would
like extend a warm welcome to all our
Senior School students and a special
welcome to all our new enrollees this
year!

Years 7, 8 and 9
Term 3 2016
The Senior School Timetable
Students are required to be at school by 8:35 to give ample
time for locker organisation and travel to classrooms.

8:45 – 9:33

Period 1

9:33 – 10:21

Period 2

10:21 – 10:39

Homeroom

This will be another exciting year for all
of us as we continue to consolidate the
practices that have been put in place
in previous years and strengthen it by
the new programs and rich curriculum
that will be implemented this year.

10:39 – 11:09

Break 1

11:09 – 11:14

Locker

11:14 – 12:02

Period 3

12:02 – 12:50

Period 4

12:50 – 1:10

Break 2

1:10 – 1:15

Locker

This year we also have our first Year 9s
graduating from the college at the
end of the school year and this gives
us so much excitement as we see
them fulfill their aspirations and pursue
future pathways.

1:15 – 2:03

Period 5

2:03 – 2:51

Period 6

The year started smoothly and as
a community of learners, students
and teachers discussed essential
agreements in our first assembly and
continued the conversations and
reflections in their Homeroom sessions
and class. The students are proud
to demonstrate the school’s high
expectations and strong culture of
respect. They are actively contributing
to writing their essential agreements in
class. It was reassuring to hear students
talk about what they think an ideal
learning environment is - one that
allows them to develop exceptional
learning habits, encourages them to
be self-confident and helps them make
the connections between academic
disciplines and their application in the
global context.

A Rich And Challenging Senior
School Curriculum
This year, we are proud to offer a
challenging and engaging curriculum

that will help our students prepare
themselves for future pathways:
Years 7-9 core subjects: English,
Mathematics, Science, Humanities
(Geography and History), Health and
Health and PE.
Years 7 and 8 students attend Drama
and Visual Arts.
Students have access to the following
elective subjects: Textiles, Food
Technology, Visual Communications
and Design, Robotics, Information
Technology, Environmental Science,
Music, Theatre Studies, Media Arts, Film
Studies, LOTE (Mandarin)
Focus on Numeracy and Literacy is
emphasized throughout all subjects
and previous assessments will be used
to help the students gain progress
in these areas as well as extend our
higher ability learners. Students set their
learning goals focusing on numeracy
and literacy and this is supported in all
other subject areas.

SCIENCE
Year 7

In Term 3 Science, students will inquire into
the technological advances employed
in separating mixtures, like waste water.
They will further their understanding
by investigating the key concept of
systems by employing various methods
and techniques to separate soluble
and insoluble components of a mixture.
Students will then create opportunities
to develop critical- thinking skills and will
come up with solutions to purify pond
water through the global context of
scientific and technological innovation.
They will need to employ collaboration
skills along with media literacy skills in
order to work productively with their
classmates and researching individually
on their device.
Towards the second half of the term,
Year 7s will inquire how unbalanced
forces cause movement through
the key concept of relationships and
the global concept of Scientific and

Introducing the Senior School Staff members:
Assistant Principal

Jeanette Finegan

English (Language A), LOTE Mandarin Mr. Beau Lepp ( Year 7 & 8 English)
(Language B) and Individuals and Mr. Adam Portelli (Year 7 & 8 English)
Societies
Ms. Gillian Hall (Year 7 & 9 English)
Ms. Lucinda Burney (Year 9 English,
Drama, Film Studies)
Ms. Shupu Wang ( LOTE Mandarin)
Ms. Connie Vakaloudis (History)
Ms. Stephanie Ficarra (Year 7, 8, 9
Geography)
Gillian Hall ( Year 7 Humanities, Years 7
& 8 Media)
Science and Mathematics

Ms. Nisha Rani (Year 7 and 9
Mathematics, Year 7 Science)
Mr. Ryan Ma ( Year 8 and 9
Mathematics, Year 8 Health and PE)
Mr. Zac Doherty (Year 8 Geography
and Year 8 Mathematics)
Ms. Katherine Sadler (Year 7
Mathematics and Science and
Environmental Science)

Design, Technologies and Arts

Mr. Sam Nikolsky- Visual Art, VCD,
Robotics
Ms. Tracey Hubert- Info Tech, Robotics,
VCD, Media
Greg Coles - Music and Radio (Years
7, 8, & 9)
Ms Alice Osborne- Textiles
Mr Michael Hick – Wood Technology,
ACEP
(Alamanda
Community
Engagement
Program),
Student
Leadership

Health and PE

Mr. Jeffrey Dent- Year 8 and 9 Health
and PE, Food Technology
Ms. Kate Gammel- Year 7 and 8 Health
and PE

Year Level Coordinators (YLC)
and Student Support Staff

Year 7- Ms. Stephanie Ficarra and Ms.
Connie Vakaloudis
Year 8- Mr. Ryan Ma
Year 9- Mr. Jeff Dent
Student Wellbeing Coordinator- Ms.
Stephanie Ficarra
Student Pathways and Wellbeing
support- Mrs. Micarle Callea

Mentor Teachers

7A- Mr. Beau Lepp
7B- Ms. Nisha Rani
7C- Ms. Katherine Sadler
7D- Mr. Adam Portelli
7E- Ms. Gillian Hall
8A- Mrs. Tracey Hubert
8B- Mr. Zac Doherty
8C- Mr. Sam Nikolsky
9A- Ms. Lucinda Burney
9B- Ms. Catherine Crossley

Technical innovations. Their curiosity
will be nurtured by an excursion to
‘Science Works’ which will require them
to develop and employ critical skills and
information literacy skills to get an insight
into how electromagnetic forces cause
motion. The term will be concluded with
some studies on space science with
some insight into how Earth’s tilt in space
and the apparent movement of the sun
cause seasons.

Year 8

This term in science the students are embarking on a new topic of study; Biology.
Our focus for our inquiry is that cells are
the basic units of living things and have
specialized structures and functions. As
well as multicellular organisms contain
systems of organs that carry out specialized functions that enable them to survive and reproduce. The key concept
to be studied is systems within the global
context of scientific and technical innovation. The related concepts that the
students will be investigating as inquirers
are the structures of the cell and organ
systems. To further our understanding
of science as a human endeavor, we
will apply our new scientific knowledge
and understanding to how science can
develop through collaboration and
connecting ideas across the disciplines
and practice of science. We will be discussing how the world changes as new
evidence becomes available, particularly as new technology and scientific
advances are made. We will show our
new knowledge though inquiry tasks
and practical experiments.

Year 9

This term in science the students are
building on the knowledge of cells and
organs that they learnt about in biology
last year, and applying it to internal systems of organs and how these systems
work together to maintain life. Our focus
of inquiry for the term are; that multicellular organisms rely on coordinated and
interdependent internal systems to their
environment; and that an animal’s response to a stimulus is coordinated by
its nervous system. The key concept to
be studied is systems within the global
context of scientific and technical innovation. The related concepts that the
students will be investigating as inquirers are how body systems function and
how they work together to maintain
life. We will then be following this line
of inquiry into how an animal is able to
sense the world around them, and be

able to respond accordingly. To further
our understanding of science as a human endeavour, we will be applying our
new knowledge to better understand
new developments in science and how
these impact our society. We will show
our new knowledge though practical
experiments and inquiry tasks.

ENVIRONMENTAL
SCIENCE
Year 7

In term 3, Students will gain a greater understanding of globalization and
sustainability through learning about
weather, the climate of the Earth and
climate change. Students will study
different weather events and gain an
understanding of day-to-day weather
patterns occurring during the term. They
will learn to read a weather map and
will create their own news style weather
forecast videos. Students will study causes of climates on Earth including the relative positions of Earth and the Sun and
the effects of the location of continents
and ocean on Earth. They will inquire
into how and why climates are changing over time and consequences for the
environment.
Students will examine evidence and will
be encouraged to develop their inquiry
and critical thinking skills. Throughout the
subject students will reflect on ethical
and personal responsibilities concerning sustainable development and the
environment through the statement of
inquiry: Globalization will be impacted
by our changing climate, therefore the
liveability of some population centres
will change in the near future.

MATHEMATICS
Year 7

This term, students will gain a greater
conceptual understanding of their orientation in space and time through
the angles unit. Students will begin the
angles unit by revisiting concepts such
as measuring and drawing angles and
working towards classifying triangles,
finding the angle sum of triangles and
determining congruence. Our study will
focus around the statement of inquiry:
Geometric representations can be utilised to justify and model authentic real
life situations.

Students will recognize the inequity of resources around the world, through their
data unit as they analyse global rainfall.
Students will revisit methods of collecting
data and basic graphing; they will work
towards learning more advanced data
representation and calculating median,
mean, mode and range. Our study will
focus around the statement of inquiry:
Discovering mathematical relationships
can lead to a better understanding of
how the distribution of resources is inequitable throughout the world.
Students will gain a greater understanding of globalization and sustainability
through their investigation of measurement of enclosures of a zoo. Students
will revisit measurement of area and
perimeter of basic shapes and work towards more advanced shapes such as
triangles and calculating volume. Our
study will focus around the statement
of inquiry: Through the use of measurement and modeling, humans plan and
organise resources to create objects for
their living needs depending on spatial
availability.
Students will continue to use personalized continuums to help guide their
education in Mathematical concepts,
as well as goal setting strategies on a
small and large scale. Teachers will use
formative assessment, to help identify
current gaps and misconceptions in students’ previous learning and use these
results to individualize teaching during
class sessions.

All numeracy sessions are taught using
a differentiated model to cater to students with different educational needs.
The tasks are varied so that students
who may need additional assistance
are provided with extra support, while
students who need more challenging
tasks as a form of extension are also given that opportunity. It is vitally important
that students are rehearsing the skills
learnt during class time in a home setting, to ensure that the skills and knowledge are properly embedded.

Year 8

During term 3, Students will gain a greater understanding of the Global Context of Globalization and Sustainability
through their investigation of the measurements of enclosures in a zoo. This
will be explored through the Concepts
of Form and Logic. Students will identify
the appropriate usage of different units
of measurement, find the perimeter and
area of quadrilaterals as well as common shapes, including investigating
the relationship between the features
of circles. Students will utilize formulas in
order to solve common problems involving the calculation of area and volume
of common 2 and 3-D shapes. Through
the use of measurement and modeling,
humans plan and organize resources to
create objects for their living needs depending on spatial availability.
In the Domain of Geometric reasoning
(measurement and geometry), students

will gain a greater understanding of the
Concept of Logic and the use of orientation in space time in everyday life.
Students will explore the orientation of
cities with in countries in relation to other
countries. They will investigate complimentary and supplementary, co-interior, alternative and corresponding angles. They will classify triangles and find
the angle sum of quadrilaterals.
In the domain of statistics, use their understandings of Logic and Relationships
create their own investigations to explore the practicalities and implications
of gathering data through sampling
and population census. Students will explore this through the Global Context of
Identities and Relationships. Students will
investigate the effects of individual data
values, such as outliers and how these
may affect the measures of centrality in
a data sample.

develop their conceptual understanding of logic while applying their knowledge into contextualised applications.
Following that unit, the students will explore our central idea of ‘Data can be
represented and utilised in a variety of
forms to create and support generalisations and justifications that shape future
decisions.’ through the global context
of identities and relationships. Students
will partake in a data collection investigation where they will develop an inquiry question and represent their results
in a variety of graphical forms such as
column graphs, stem-and-leaf and dot
plots while comparing the measures
of centrality of different sets of data to
drawing connections, conclusions and
generalisations. To finish off the unit, students will investigate the authentic usages of linear equations and how they
can be used to model and predict future events.

Students will continue to use personalized continuums to help guide their
education in Mathematical concepts,
as well as goal setting strategies on a
small and large scale. Teachers will use
formative assessment, to help identify
current gaps and misconceptions in students’ previous learning and use these
results to individualize teaching during
class sessions.

Students will continue to use personalized continuums to help guide their
education in Mathematical concepts,
as well as goal setting strategies on a
small and large scale. Teachers will use
formative assessment, to help identify
current gaps and misconceptions in students’ previous learning and use these
results to individualize teaching during
class sessions.

All numeracy sessions are taught using
a differentiated model to cater to students with different educational needs.
The tasks are varied so that students
who may need additional assistance
are provided with extra support, while
students who need more challenging
tasks as a form of extension are also given that opportunity. It is vitally important
that students are rehearsing the skills
learnt during class time in a home setting, to ensure that the skills and knowledge are properly embedded.

All numeracy sessions are taught using
a differentiated model to cater to students with different educational needs.
The tasks are varied so that students
who may need additional assistance
are provided with extra support, while
students who need more challenging
tasks as a form of extension are also given that opportunity. It is vitally important
that students are rehearsing the skills
learnt during class time in a home setting, to ensure that the skills and knowledge are properly embedded.

Year 9

This term, through the global context of
‘orientation in space and time’ students
will begin their unit of geometry by exploring Pythagoras’ Theorem and the
usage of trigonometry in real-life situations. Students will explore the central
idea of ‘Logic is a powerful tool for justifying what we discover in the natural
and human landscapes through measurement and observation.’ to further

ENGLISH
Year 7

In Term 3, Year 7 students will build on
their knowledge of poetry and develop
an understanding of how poetry provides a means for self-expression and
the development of a personal style.
Students will develop this understanding
through local poet visits, poetry work-

shops with a local poet, classroom discussion, mentor text analysis, and writing
practice exercises. Students will read,
discuss, analyse and reflect on a range
of poetry with a particular focus on
performance poetry. They will then use
their growing understandings of performance poetry to create their piece of
slam poetry. They will participate in small
group work to create an entertaining
and thought provoking piece utilising
both an understanding of rhythm, voice
and movement.
In mid-August, Students will begin their
exploration of the film, Spirited Away, focusing on the key concepts of Culture
and Identity through the lens of the MYP
Global Context of Identities and Relationships. Students will develop an understanding of film techniques and use
this understanding in their analysis of the
film. They will share their understanding
within a scene analysis essay building
upon their knowledge of formal essay
writing. Students will plan, use quotations and direct reference to film techniques present within the scene, TEEL
paragraph structure, and some persuasive writing techniques.
Weekly students will participate in exercises and activities designed to increase
their understanding and improve their
use of grammar, punctuation and vocabulary.
All English sessions are taught using a differentiated model to cater to students
with different educational needs. The
tasks are varied so that students who
may need additional assistance are
provided with extra support, while students who need more challenging tasks
as a form of extension are also given
that opportunity.
Homework is assigned at times for students to practise class taught skills. Students may be extended into their next
area of learning by viewing content
at home and later building upon this
in class with teacher assistance. When
there is no assigned homework students
are expected to complete daily reading and/or writing practice.

Year 8

In Term 3, Year 8 students will develop
an understanding of poetry as a form of
cultural expression which demonstrates
the author’s point of view. Students will
focus their analysis through the lens of

the MYP Global Context of Personal and
Cultural Expression. They will read, annotate and analyse a range of different
poems, identifying the author’s intended meaning/s, the different meanings
of words, symbols, similes and metaphors, and the context of the work. Students will develop an understanding of
poetry analysis and use the techniques
studied to create their own poetry.
Weekly students will participate in exercises and activities designed to increase
their understanding and improve their
use of grammar, punctuation and vocabulary.
In the second half of Term 3, students will
continue to develop their text analysis
skills though an exploration of the film
text ‘Bend it Like Beckham’, through the
lens of the MYP Key Concepts of Culture
and Identity within the Global Context
of Identities and Relationships. Students
will explore how identity is shaped
during adolescence and the impacts
that culture has in this process. They will
present their analysis of the text and its
exploration of identity formation in a
text response essay.
All English sessions are taught using a differentiated model to cater to students
with different educational needs. The
tasks are varied so that students who
may need additional assistance are
provided with extra support, while students who need more challenging tasks
as a form of extension are also given
that opportunity.
Homework is assigned at times for students to practise class taught skills or
to introduce students to content to be
taught, as in the way of flipped learning.
When there is no assigned homework
students are expected to complete daily reading and/or writing practice.

Year 9

Students will finalise their study of Shakespeare texts, focusing on themes and
characters within Romeo and Juliet.
Demonstrating their understanding of
the actions and consequences of key
characters through a text response essay, students will develop skills in persuading a point of view with evidence
and structure.
Year 9 students will then focus upon
the form of graphic narratives, delving into the world of visual language.

Centering their study around Marjane
Satrapi’s autobiographical novel, Persepolis, students will explore the relationship between words and text in comic
books, and the possibilities this presents
for communicating stories of culture
and identity. Culminating their growing
knowledge of the text type, students will
tell their own cultural story through the
creation of their own graphic narrative,
drawing influences from model texts.
Students will then discover the intricacies of advertising, with a particular focus on modern media. Analysing the
shifting modes of advertisement, as
prompted by the expansion of social
media, students will develop an understanding of how authors innovate with
text types, structures, language and visuals to communicate ideas to specific
audiences. Demonstrating their growing
knowledge of using language to elicit
audience response, students will create
an advertising campaign with various
text types for an imagined product.
Students will participate in weekly exercises and activities designed to increase
their understanding and improve their
use of grammar, punctuation and vocabulary. They will continue to use continuums, learning data and their work
to identify their individual strengths and
weaknesses and develop personalized
English learning goals from this analysis.
Homework is assigned at times for students to practice taught skills from the
classroom or to introduce students to
content to be taught, as in the way of
flipped learning. Students will also use
homework time to investigate new language discovered in their exploration of
language to expand their vocabulary
and literacy. When there is no assigned

homework students are expected to
complete daily reading and/or writing
practice, including the wider reading
program incorporated during their pastoral periods, personal writing, and reflection on the progress in class.

HUMANITIES
Year 7

This term in Humanities, the focus will be
on Geography. Students learnt about
weather hazards at the end of last term
as a part of our Water Unit. Our focus of
inquiry this unit will be exploring Earth’s
resources as our most precious and vital
resource which connects, sustains and
impacts people and places. They will
continue their understanding of the importance of water, the water cycle, the
global distribution of water resources
and the various ways in which people
use water through the key concepts of
systems and global interactions. Students will calculate their water footprint to have an understanding of the
amount of water they are using and
what they can do to reduce their footprint. They will also examine the way water is used at Alamanda and query how
water is being used within out school
and what we can do to improve our
water usage. They will also research the
global inequalities in access to clean
water by exploring questions such as
why do these inequalities occur, who
is responsible and what can we do to
help. Through the global context of Globalization and Sustainability students will
be able to appreciate the severity of
the issue.
Following on from this, we will move
into our next unit of work on Place and
Livability which will also be through the

global context of Globalization and Sustainability. Students will inquire into the
interconnectedness of human-made
systems and communities and the impact of decision-making on humankind
and the environment. Students will research the livability of places and how
this can mean different things for different people through the key concept of
global interactions. Students will assess
the housing density, the crime rate and
the environmental quality of cities to
compare and contrast their livability.
Students will explore factual, conceptual and debatable questions in regards
to why Melbourne has been rewarded
the most livable city in the world many
years in a row. Students will also critically evaluate Australia’s livability and
the economic activity and population
growth of the country as well as inquiring into many other countries through
case studies.

HISTORY
Year 8

In Term three, students will develop an
understanding of how communities can
be sustained when faced with natural
disasters. Students will explore this understanding through the lens of the global
context: Globalisation and Sustainability, with a focus on key concepts of
Global Interactions and Change. By the
end of the unit students will have an understanding of various Natural hazards
and how countries develop strategies
to survive the dangers of the natural environment. Key focuses will include:
• The nature of landscapes and
the forces, processes and factors
which shape them physically
• People’s perceptions and use of
them
Students will examine, at a variety of
scales, how landscapes fundamentally affect the ways in which people live
and also how landscapes are modified
and managed. Students will develop
the skills, understanding and awareness
of the complexities of the world in which
they live. Learning through geography
equips students with the skills and understandings necessary for effective global
citizenship.

Through a variety of classroom activities, students develop skills in explaining the significance, interconnection
and characteristics of places and the
relationships between them. They use
and apply a range of concepts related to location, distribution and pattern
to describe their observations and findings and to explain the relationships between concepts.

Year 9

In Term three, students will inquire into
how soldiers experience war with a focus
on history from 1750 to 1918. Students will
further refine the skills they have learned
and developed during Years 8 and 9.
Students will explore the Perspectives
of soldiers within the Global Context of
Relationships and Identities. Student inquiry will focus on the changing nature
of global conflicts, the impact of World
War 2 on the modern world and the impact of global changes and events on
Australian society.
Following an overview of the period, students will investigate World War 1, World
War 2 and Vietnam War. Students will be
provided with learning experiences that
will enable them to develop the skills of
chronological sequencing, using historical terms and concepts, undertaking
historical inquiry using relevant sources,
including ICT, analysing sources, identifying and analysing different perspectives
of the past and effective communication of ideas, opinions and explanations.

FOOD TECHNOLOGY
Year 7

As a Design subject, Food Technology
in year 7 is concentrated around developing students’ food repertoire and understanding of processes and methods.
Through the inquiry process, students
investigate how communities develop
different perspectives on the choice of
foods and the importance of breakfast
depending on available resources. Students learning will be focused around
the global context of personal and cultural identity, using the material available as resources to aid in their product
development and ongoing evaluations
to continually improve their ideas. Students will be given the opportunity to
begin to generate, develop and test
design ideas, plans and processes using
appropriate technical terms and equipment. Being reflective, students will
demonstrate their own understanding
of how the design could be improved.
Throughout the term the students will
use a variety of materials and equipment (resources) to develop an understanding of different skills, methods and
techniques in the kitchen to ensure they
are able to cook a range of different
foods in a safe manner. Students will use
their skills to plan, develop, create and
evaluate their own healthy breakfast.
Through this task they will demonstrate
their practical skills as well as responding
to a variety of factual, conceptual and
debatable questions including what
makes a healthy breakfast, how eating
breakfast impacts on an individual’s

health and how the availability of food
impacts our choice of breakfast.

Year 8

Through the global context of personal
and cultural expression, students will undertake an array of small research and
design projects starting with a six egg
challenge. Here students will become
more complex thinkers who work with
increasing independence when designing, planning, making and evaluating products.
are required to make as many different dishes using the six eggs and a basic pantry. They will have time to plan
these dishes before cooking. They will
then evaluate the success of their cook
before identifying ways to change their
menu, the following week. An array of
different crockery will aid the students
through the conceptual lens of aesthetics when plating.
Specific skill sessions will intertwine the
larger projects and students will research, cook and evaluate a fried rice,
homemade pizza and vegetable soup.
Each of these dishes creates the base
for the design challenge of creating
their own soup (one that is not currently
available), and a one pot rice dish, before allowing the students to look into
‘what is a measurement’. More specifically we will provide them with an ingredients list of a surprise dish that they will
have to cook making up the quantities
as they go.

Year 9

This term in food technology the students enquire about the place of design and technology in society as well as
describing some of the economic and
environmental benefits and implications
of product and system design. The students are required to look into budgeting of staff and costing of produce to
create and develop a hotel breakfast
menu catering for sixteen guests, some
of whom will have dietary requirements.
They have to create their restaurant culture and cook a sample menu for their
main assessment task. This will ensure the
students can understand timing in the
kitchen, work successfully as part of a
team and can plan and cook multiple
food options at once. An array of different crockery will aid the students with
the lens of aesthetics when plating.
Once completed, the students move
onto producing and evaluating a tarka

dahl in readiness for designing their own
curry recipe and sides. Whilst doing this
task, they will spend their theory lessons
by looking into their own cultural dishes
and once they have cooked a Pavalova /Eton mess will re-create a dish that
best represents their own culture or
childhood memories.

PE AND HEALTH
Year 7

This term in Physical Education, students
will explore the global context of personal and cultural expression as they
continue to refine their fundamental
movement skills through the sports of
basketball and gymnastics.
Students will focus on the key concept
of relationships as they work towards
building connections between a variety
of different skills as well as those around
them as they practice, apply and transfer movement concepts and strategies
in sport. Students will work collaboratively to compose and perform movement

sequences and will be able to demonstrate and respond to factual, conceptual and debatable questions about
how the elements of effort, space, time,
objects and people can enhance and
refine performance.
By the end of each unit students will
demonstrate being good communicators by using key vocabulary to explain
how they can improve their performance and express their ideas in a fair
and mature manner. Students will collaborate with peers and strive towards
common goals, regardless of difference
in their skill level.
In Health, students will explore the global context of identity and relationships
through an inquiry into how nutrition
and healthy eating may affect overall
body image perceptions. Through the
key concept of change, students will
recognize the impact that a healthy
and nutritious diet can have on their
body. In this unit, they will gather and
analyse information which will allow
them to question healthy food choices

and investigate strategies to enhance
the health and nutrition of themselves
and others.

Year 8

During this term, students will investigate and refine their fitness levels using
common fitness testing techniques and
develop training programs to develop
muscles and improve their overall fitness through an inquiry that is focused
around the global context of personal
and cultural identity. Students will also
explore the how personal and cultural identity can be shaped through
performance and movement which
may involve dance and rhythmical
movements in space. Through the key
concepts of communication and relationships, students will continue building
connections between a variety of different skills as well as those around them as
they practice, apply and transfer movement concepts and strategies in sport.
Students will gain a greater understand-

ing of personal expression as they apply and refine movement concepts
and strategies to suit different situations
and apply the elements of movement
to compose and perform sequences.
Students will also analyze correct movement techniques and offer suggestions
for areas of improvement to enhance
performance. Students will continue to
refine their knowledge and explore factual, conceptual and debatable questions about how to live a healthy lifestyle
and how to maintain energy balance.
In Health, students will work on an inquiry into how lifestyle choices may negatively affect the relationship balance
between the health and wellbeing
of a person as they analyse the sugar
content in common drinks and calculate the equivalent amount of energy
expenditure needed to offset the caloric content. Students learning will be
focused around the global context of
identities and relationships, where they
will explore the key concepts of rela-

tionships and change. Throughout the
unit, students will use their research and
inquiry skills as they come to an understanding of a variety of factual, conceptual and debatable questions including what are the effects of sugar on
the body, what are the negative consequences that result from consuming too
much sugar into our body and are we
living a balanced lifestyle.

Year 9

Through the global context of identities and relationships, students will be
researching, designing and performing
a personal exercise program. Firstly, the
students will pick an element of training
where they believe improvement will
benefit their chosen sport. Once chosen, the conceptual lens of change
supports their research to the type of
training they will undertake, whilst understanding and refining what specific elements they will need to develop. Base
tests will then be undertaken to allow
the students to create smart goals that
focus the basis of the project. The students will use their individual smart goals
to help them understand that through
practice, change in body shape, tone
or form is possible by creating unique
session plans, and they will then undertake these during PE lessons. After
week three and six they will revisit their
base test results to check improvement
against their smart goal targets.
In Health, the students are looking at
MIPS (managed individual pathways).
To assist them in this module they are
researching possible career pathways
and then working backwards to help
aid informed choices for the next 3
years of their schooling. Once complete
students are understanding how salaries
work in terms of money outgoings and
financial needs vs wants.

MUSIC
Year 7

Students will be studying the Elements
of Music through practical, analytical
and theoretical techniques. Through
the global context of personal and cultural expression, fundamental aspects
of human relationships will be mediated through activities completed in this
class. Students will participate in whole
class activities that build rhythm skills

through body percussion; vocal skills
through singing; aural skills through listening and responding. Composition
and performance skills will be the core
skills that will be assessed. Students will
be encouraged to explore and express
themselves through movement and
music. This expression will be informed
by exposure to unfamiliar music genres
and world music.
In this initial unit, human interaction
(through body percussion, group composition, singing) will take priority to interfacing with technology. Technology will
be used to model activities for students.
Students will be assessed on their ability
to work in groups, as an understanding
of the relationship between themselves
and the group is fundamental to a successful musical performance.

Year 8

In Music students will learn piano performance technique through the global
context of personal creativity and the
broader musical culture. They will learn
key techniques that will allow them to
play the piano and keyboard with both
left and right hands, (chords and melody) as well as some basic music theory
that will give them some independence
and creative choice in the music that
they wish to learn themselves.

Creativity is the key concept that all
students will be expected to develop
as they progress through the course.
Attention will also be paid to students
experiencing and expressing music
as an embodied phenomena. To this
end they will perform in body percussion ensembles and some class singing
activities. Other key skills that students
will practice include listening, analysing, collaboration, perseverance and
cooperation. Students will be assessed
on their ability to learn and perform the
technical elements of playing piano, as
well as their ability to play expressively.

DRAMA
Year 7

In the Year 7 Drama program, students
are introduced to drama through discovering the basic skills that underpin
human communication. Students will
explore the global context of personal
and cultural expression, investigating
how narratives from around the world
communicate varying cultural beliefs
and values.
In term one, Year 7’s will focus upon the
ancient art of Greek Theatre, exploring
the key conventions of the foundations
of modern drama. Students will develop
expressive skills in gesture, movement

and voice through their investigation
of the historical art form. In learning the
role of the Chorus in Greek Theatre, students will collaborate with their peers to
create a group performance of a short
script.
Students will then explore rituals, myths
and folklore in drama, developing an
understanding of stories that have been
used throughout time to entertain and
to educate. Myths explored in class will
cover Aboriginal and Torre Strait Islander stories, in addition to myths originating in Asia, Africa and America. From
their research, students will devise and
perform their own creation myth within
small groups.
Year 7’s will begin to learn the elements
of drama in creating their own work.
Throughout the term, students will keep
a process journal, documented on Seesaw. They will reflect upon their work,
and assess how they might extend their
skills as a communicator in all aspects of
life.

Year 8

In the Year 8 Drama program, through
the global context of personal and cultural expression, students are introduced
to drama through discovering the basic
skills that underpin human communication. Students will explore the ability of

drama to communicate identities, roles
and relationships through various performance styles.
In term three, students will focus upon
improvisation in theatre, and the benefits of embracing change and playfulness with others. Students will develop
the skill of collaboration, as they create
spontaneous theatre with their classmates, with an emphasis on helping one
another succeed. In building expressive
skills in voice and use of physicality, students will also begin to understand the
importance of the elements of drama
in creating dynamic, engaging drama.
Year 8 students will then explore the
performance style of melodrama. Students will view and analyze historical examples of the genre, investigating the
particular dramatic elements of melodrama, which they will utilize in performance. Students will extend their communicative skills in performing a short
piece of melodrama, exploring various
stagecraft elements during this process.
Throughout the term, students will keep
a process journal on Seesaw. They will
reflect upon their work, and assess how
they might extend their skills as a communicator in all aspects of life. Through
this investigative process, students will
build their expressive skills and knowledge of the arts.

FILM STUDIES
Year 8

In the Year 8 Film Studies program, students will learn to analyse the wider
social contexts explored in a variety
of influential films. Through the global
context of identities and relationships,
Sstudents will explore how art, particularly film, assists audiences in becoming
aware of socially understood ideas and
beliefs. Through viewing both historical
and more modern interpretations of the
art form, student will gain the skills to critically view films, developing their place
as an active, analytical consumer of art.
In term one, students will investigate
genre through the analysis and creative
exploration of film trailers. Students will
understand the role of trailers in advertising films, discovering how they are affective in manipulating audiences and
creating expectations. Demonstrating
their growing understanding of how filmic techniques elicit audience response,
students will create their own version of
the art form.
Students will then investigate the theme
of ‘Outsiders In Society’. Utilising their

growing knowledge of the production
and story elements of film, including
technical aspects such as camera angles, lighting, sound and mis-en-scene,
students will be equipped to analyse the
broader themes explored by film-makers such as Tim Burton and Francis Ford
Coppola.

MEDIA ARTS
Year 7

This term in Media Arts the focus will be
on Graffiti. Through the global context
of identities and relationships, Sstudents
will explore the concept of boundaries
as they explore how graffiti becomes
street art. They will examine physical, legal, moral and personal boundaries as
they consider the ways in which graffiti
is both an expression of personal identity
and a social comment.
Students will research a well-know street
artist and produce a pamphlet promoting their work. They will experiment with
online software, illustrator and photoshop to create their own street art. We
might also create a group piece using
pavement chalk.
As a final product, students will create a

ing, students will use their critical and
creative thinking skills to analyse, design
and create a product that solves a specific real-world need. Students will respond to questions analysing what current solutions exist, and how these can
be improved.
Students continue to develop and use
their design vocabulary when discussing
existing products, as well as in reflecting
on their process and progress.
Students continue to practice their
design drawing and visual thinking skills,
digital technologies skills and desktop
prototyping skills.

INTERACTIVE ART
Year 9

piece of street art for an exhibition. They
will then write a review of another student’s work.

VISUAL
COMMUNICATION
DESIGN
Year 8

The Year 7 Visual Communication Design program introduces students to the
field of communication design, as they
explore how ‘People create identities
and relationships when communicating
thoughts, ideas and concepts through
words and images.’
Students participate in design challenges that allow them to develop their use
of visual language, and investigate and
experience the applications of design in
logos and packaging, drawing on key
concepts of communication, communities and systems.
Students will develop their ideation and
visualisation skills to allow them to communicate their ideas in different visual
formats while working individually and

collaboratively. Students will investigate
the field of graphic design through the
practices of designers and will develop
solutions to problems utilising the Design
Cycle to inquire and analyse problems
or challenges, develop ideas and create solutions.
Students will be introduced to various
tools and techniques that will allow
them to complete their designs, and will
use tools and techniques that align with
professional design practice.

Year 8

The focus of year 8 Visual Communication Design is on Product Design and
Innovation, as they investigate how
‘People identify problems in order to
find opportunities for innovation to improve quality of life.’ Student learning
will be centred around the global context of globalisation and sustainability ,
using critical and creative thinking skills
to analyse and create within the world
of design.
Students will use the design thinking
tools of Personas and User Journey
Maps to find opportunities for intervention through the creation of designed
objects. With a focus on problem solv-

The Interactive Art course introduces
students to methods of creating interactive artworks that respond to the audience and the environment. Students
will apply creative thinking and aesthetic practices with technological applications in how ‘Artists apply their understanding of science and technology to
experiment and express their ideas.’
In Term 3, Student will explore and respond to interactive artworks created
by creative practitioners across many
disciplines with a focus on innovative
applications of technologies, within the
key concepts of innovation, aesthetics
and change.
The focus of this term is for students to
apply their understanding of structures
and forces, mechanical principles and
electronics through hands-on collaborative projects. Students will continue
to build on their use of Arts language
alongside terms from science, mathematics and engineering.
Students will plan their artistic response
through investigating possible interactions between the artwork, the audience and the environment through the
manipulation and application of form,
space, light, sound and movement.
Students will continue to build on their
design planning and drawing skills as
well as being introduced to new skills
in programming, soldering and digital
modeling.

ART
Year 7

The year 7 Art program introduces students to art making practice through
classroom discussion, responding to
contemporary and traditional art forms
and creating artworks in response to the
statement of inquiry: the significance
of artworks can change when viewed
through the global context of personal
and cultural expression. Students develop their own perspective of what might
be considered art through an investigation into the works and practices of Marcel Duchamp, Degas, and Ai Weiwei.
Students experiment with a variety of
mediums including drawing and printmaking to explore how ideas and
meaning can be conveyed through
the visual arts. They develop their intercultural understanding to interpret art
works and to identify their significance
in a critical context. Throughout the process the students will develop their visual
arts vocabulary to annotate and reflect
on their own work, as well as the work of
others. Students will relate their learning
to the key concepts of perspective and
form in the global context of personal
and cultural expression.

Year 8

The year 8 Art program continues to develop the creative skills of the student
artists through collaboration with peers,
exploring and responding to contemporary and traditional artworks and creating artworks in response to how ‘Artists draw on influences from a variety of
sources’
The focus of year 8 Art is to work towards
developing the student’s individual style
through experimentation with technique, materials and form. Students will
develop their work in their Visual Diary
and will present finished artworks to an
audience. As the student artists build
their visual arts vocabulary they will critique their own works the works of their
peers and the works of traditional and
contemporary artists.

Year 9

The year 9 Art program will allows students, through the global context of
personal and cultural expression, to

continue to develop their understanding of the role of visual art in society
throough applying their knowledge and
skills in the artmaking process. Students
engage with artworks from different
cultural, historical and social contexts in
order to compile inspiration in the development of their own style.

fying the choices photographers make
when composing a photograph. Students will also consider how images can
be manipulated to alter our perception
of reality.

Students will develop and demonstrate
their own personal artmaking style in
their planning drawings, as well as in the
creation of a finished artwork.

Students develop their technical skills
by learning how to manually control a
dSLR camera and will practice these
skills to produce a considered portfolio
of works. The students will undertake a
process of collaboration and experimentation in order to create aesthetic
and meaningful artworks. Throughout
the process, the students will develop
their visual arts vocabulary to annotate
and reflect on their own work, as well
as the work of others. Students will relate their learning to the key concepts
of communication and creativity in the
global context of orientation in space
and time.

PHOTOGRAPHY

TEXTILES AND DESIGN

Students will experience artworks in a
variety of contexts when visiting public
art galleries, as well as viewing and analysing the impact of unauthorised art
in urban settings. Students will continue
to build and use their visual arts vocabulary both in collaborative discussions
and annotations in their visual diary.

Year 7

The year 7 photography course introduces students to photography as an
artmaking medium, exploring and responding to how ‘Photography is the
art, science and practise of capturing
light.’ Students will relate their learning
to the key concepts of perspectives,
culture and expression, within the global context of Orientation in Time and
Space.
Students will develop a conceptual
understanding of how photographers
make deliberate decisions in order to
capture a mood, make people laugh
and tell a story. The focus of this subject
is for students to have hands-on experience in using Digital SLR cameras and
digital image manipulation software.
Students will continue to develop their
visual arts language, incorporating new
photographic terms.

Year 8

During Term 3, students are introduced
to photography as a powerful storytelling medium. Through an inquiry into the
significant role of images in communicating key moments in space and time,
students develop their visual literacy by
critically analysing images and identi-

Year 7

During term 3, students will understand
that new skills are needed for the creation of different products through an
inquiry into the safe use of relevant tools,
equipment and methods for the production of designed solutions. Under the
Global Context of Scientific and Technical Innovation, students are introduced
to the fundamentals of textiles and design and learn about various pieces of
textiles equipment and how to use them
safely in practice. Students become inquirers by investigating different techniques on how to create and design
textile products.
Focusing on the Key Concept of Systems, Sstudents will explore several
inquiry questions, such as ‘what skills
do we need to learn in order to create this product?’tudents will This will
enable students to develop the skills
they require to confidently follow instructions on how to create their own
textile pieces, and will begin with the
creation of a pincushion that can be
used during practical classes.
Students will also concentrate on organisation and self management skills
throughout their approaches to learning.

Year 8

During term 3, students will understand

that new skills are needed for the creation of different products through an
inquiry into the safe use of relevant tools,
equipment and methods for the production of designed solutions. Under the
Global Context of Scientific and Technical Innovation,
Students new to textiles are introduced
to the basics of textiles and design,
whereas those who studied textiles and
design in year 7 are improving their understanding and skills in the area. Students continue their learning about
various pieces of textiles equipment
and how to use them in practice, expanding on the equipment used in
year 7. Students will demonstrate being
open-minded as their appreciation for
design processes evolve and expand
in many directions whilest learning new
techniques and expressing contemporary ideas.
Focusing on the Key Concept of Systems, students will further develop their
skills to confidently follow instructions on
how to create their own textile pieces.
They will begin with the creation of a
simple calico bag, which they will decorate with their own unique designs
using screen printing and applique
techniques. Students will explore sever-

al inquiry questions, such as ‘How can I
reflect on my skills to improve them for
future work?’ during the evaluation process of their products. Students will also
concentrate on organisation and self
management skills throughout their approaches to learning.

Year 9

During term 3, students will understand that combining different ideas
in creative ways can lead to innovative new products through an inquiry
into the potential impact of repurposing discarded resources. Under the
Global Context of Globalisation and
Sustainability, students will explore
issues in sustainability in the textiles
and fashion industries, investigating
the environmental impact of creating and disposing of textiles products.
Students will explore several inquiry
questions, such as ‘What steps can
we take to improve sustainability in
the textiles industry?’ as they progress
through their unit of learning.
Students will apply the knowledge and
practical skills gained in previous units
to address their design brief and will investigate the re-use of discarded textiles
pieces in order to create new products
of higher value – a process termed ‘up-

cycling’. Focusing on the Key Concept
of Creativity, they will design new textile
items, with the challenge of ensuring
at least 50% of their product is sourced
from discarded textiles. Students will
also concentrate on organisation and
self management skills throughout their
approaches to learning. They will be reflective in the evaluation of their learning process and the ideas they communicate through their work. Students will
work collaboratively offering encouragement, and formative feedback, to
their peers, whilst graciously receiving
feedback on their work.

WOOD DESIGN AND
TECHNOLOGIES
Year 7

The Year 7 Wood-Tech program introduces students to the field of materials
design and technology, as they explore
the inquiry question of ‘What is the nature and purpose of creative expression,
viewed through the Global lens of Personal and Cultural expression.’
Students will explore the ways in which
we discover and express ideas, feelings,

nature, culture, beliefs and values; the
ways in which we reflect on, extend and
enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of
the aesthetic. Students will draw on the
key concepts of aesthetics, creativity,
form and function in designing and producing their own work.
Students will develop skills and knowledge in Occupational Health and Safety, specifically relating to a simulated
work environment and the use of hand
and power tools related to the construction industry. Drawing from their
increased capacity, students will investigate, design and create a small timber
project/toy of their choosing
Students will develop solutions to problems utilising the Design Cycle to inquire
and analyse problems or challenges,
develop ideas and create solutions in
the development and construction of
their projects.

Year 8

The focus of year 8 Wood-Tech is on
Product Design and Innovation, as they
investigate how an ‘Awareness of Consumption, conservation and the human
impact on the environment can influence design decisions.’ Students will use

their critical and creative thinking skills,
aligning their ideas within the Global
Context of Globalisation and Sustainability.
In Year 8 students will be creating a community focused construction project.
Through the MYP Design Cycle students
will investigate the opportunities within
their school, local, state and the global
community. Students will increase their
understanding of the factors that impact the design process and the contribution of design and technology innovations and enterprise to society.
During this term student will be increasing their skills and knowledge of the use
of hand and power tools to create full
size set outs and jigs that will help them
in the design and production stages of
their Design Brief.
Students will develop a set of criteria
for success, including sustainability considerations, and use these to judge the
suitability of their ideas and designed
solutions and processes. They will create
and adapt design ideas, make considered decisions and communicate to
different audiences using appropriate
technical terms and a range of technologies and graphical representation

techniques. Through the design process
students will apply project management skills to document and use project
plans to manage production processes.
Students will be working independently
and within teams to safely produce effective design solutions for the year 8
community based construction project.

Year 9

The focus of year 9 Wood-Tech is on
product development and construction, as they investigate how individuals
have rights and responsibilities in society through the global lens of Fairness
and Development. Students will apply
their critical and creative thinking skills
in analysing the relationships between
communities, sharing finite resources
with other people and with other living
things.
In year 9 this term, students are working
towards explaining how people working
in design and technologies occupations
consider factors that impact on design
decisions and the technologies used to
create designed solutions. They identify the changes necessary to designed
solutions to realise preferred futures they
have described. When creating designed solutions for identified needs or
opportunities students evaluate the features of technologies and their appropriateness for purpose for one or more of
the technologies contexts.

and mats. To enhance their speaking
and listening skills, students arewill be
creating a handmade chatterbox to
initiate conversations with each other,
They will further develop their knowledge and understanding of Chinese
culture as they will learn how to play
Chinese chess and the history behind
it. Students will also gain a greater understanding of Chinese art practices as
they explore Chinese traditional landscape paintings in comparison with
Western art.

Year 9

In year 9 Wood-Tech students will be designing and producing a Cubby house /
Shed. Students will be taught the steps in
involved in designing dwellings. Through
the drafting process students will investigate possible new methods of sustainable building and building products.
Through the Design process students will
establish detailed criteria for success,
including sustainability considerations,
and use these to evaluate their ideas
and designed solutions and processes.
Using a design brief student will be able
to communicate and document projects, including marketing for a range
of audiences. They independently and
collaboratively apply sequenced production and management plans when
producing designed solutions, making
adjustments to plans when necessary.
They select and use appropriate technologies skilfully and safely to produce
quality designed solutions and products.

LOTE
Year 7

In Term 3, LOTE Chinese Year 7 students
continue to develop an understanding
of how Mandarin Chinese is used to
express personal interests and cultural knowledge. Students will inquire into
how ‘language is a vital tool for personal and cultural expressions in a global

society.’ Students will consolidate their
speaking and writing skills as they keep
building their vocabularies and sentence structures to describe their life
and environment, drawing on key concepts of Communication, Connection
and Culture.
They continue to practice writing in and
word choice in radicals and Pinyin. Students will further develop their knowledge of Chinese accent as they practice listening and reading skills. Students
will also gain a greater understanding of
Chinese culture as they explore Chinese
traditional landscape paintings and
learn to play Chinese chess.

Year 8

In LOTE during term 3, through the global
context of globalisation and sustainability, the Year 8 students will continue to
explore how language connects people and cultures. Students will inquiry
into how. ‘language can be used as a
vital tool in the age of globalization and
sustainability’. Students will consolidate
their speaking and writing skills based on
topics of countries, nationalities, different languages, etc., drawing on the key
concepts of Communication, Connection and Culture.
They will continue to practice writing
Chinese simplified characters by hands
and by using Chinese painting brushes

In LOTE during term 3, through the global context of identities and relationships,
the Year 9 students will continues to explore how ‘language can be used to
explore beliefs and ideas of ourselves
and our communities.’ Students will consolidate their speaking and writing skills
based on topics of families, other’s cultural backgrounds and practices, etc.,
drawing on the key concepts of communication and culture.
They will continue to practice the writing of characters on a range of topics
taught during the term. To enhance
their speaking and listening skills, students will be creating a handmade
chatterbox to initiate conversations with
each other. They will further develop
their knowledge and understanding of
Chinese culture as they will learn how to
play Chinese chess and the history behind it. Students will also gained a greater understanding of contemporary Chinese history as they investigate events
such as the Nanjing Massacre during
World War 2.

DIGITAL
TECHNOLOGIES &
GIRLS WHO CODE
Year 7

In Year 7 Digital Technologies and Girls
Who Code students begin developing
fundamental skills in computational and
design thinking and inquire into how
‘digital technologies and innovation
play a key role in shaping the global interactions of the 21st century’. Students
become risk-takers as they learn how
to become effective creators of technology by designing algorithms and

developing programming solutions to
produce their own games and social
media applications using an iterative
development process in the coding
platform, Scratch.
Students begin to develop their understanding of digital systems through collaborative experimentation with simple
electronic circuits and Arduino and
Lilypad microcontrollers. Students apply
a variety of problem-solving techniques
as they design and invent solutions to
problems that are situated in a variety
of contexts. Students will relate their
learning to the key concepts of global
interactions and communication in the
global context of scientific and technical innovation.

Year 8

In Year 8 Digital Technologies, students
take on the role of Software Developer as they deepen their knowledge of
fundamental programming concepts,
algorithms, and problem-solving by applying it to the creation of digital games
in coding platform, Microsoft TouchDevelop. Learning to code by making
real products, students inquire into how
technology and innovation can make a
significant impact on communities and
relationships and improve the lives of
others.
Students begin to develop their under-

standing of digital systems through experimentation with simple electronic
circuits, robotics, and Arduino microcontrollers. Students apply a variety of collaborative problem-solving techniques
as they invent solutions to problems that
are situated in a variety of contexts. Students will relate their learning to the key
concepts of connections and systems
in the global context of scientific and
technical innovation.

THE MYP COMMUNITY
PROJECTS AND
ALAMANDA
COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT
PROGRAM
Year 9

The Alamanda Community Engagement Program is for young people to
volunteer in their community. It is a
partnership that is being developed
between Alamanda College and the
greater community and service organisations.

Through the program, young people,
schools and community organisations
develop networks of relationships while
achieving shared goals. The program
will develop to encourage communities
to support and recognise young people’s participation and positive role in
society.
This program gives young people a
chance to do something great in their
community, based on their choice.
Young people are able to plan projects,
meet new people, build skills and make
a difference in their community.
During term 3 students will be putting
their projects into Action. Action can
take the form of;
Direct service: Students have interaction that involves people, the environment or animals.
Indirect service: Though students do not
see the recipients during indirect service,
they have verified that their actions will
benefit the community or environment.
Advocacy: Students speak on behalf of
a cause or concern to promote action
on an issue of public interest.
Research: Students collect information
through varied sources, analyse data
and report on a topic of importance to
influence policy or practice.

