TERM 3 2016 YEARS 2 AND 3
CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
Asst. Principal Jackie Mouratidis
Alamanda College Principal Lyn Jobson

YEAR 2 IMPORTANT DATES
Book Day 		
Art Show 		
Last Day of Term 3
Term 4 begins 		

26th of August
13th to 15th of September
16th of September
3rd of October

ART
At Level 2, students create visual
art works that show emerging arts
knowledge and an ability to plan
arts works that communicate ideas,
concepts, observations feelings and/
or experiences. They demonstrate
an emerging ability to select, arrange
and make choices about expressive
ways of using arts elements, principles
and/or conventions. They use skills,
techniques,
processes,
media,
materials, equipment and technologies
in a range of arts forms. They identify,
describe and discuss characteristics of
their own and others’ arts works.
To begin Term 3, we will be looking at
how authors use illustrations to help
tell stories. This unit is in conjunction
with our school wide event Book Day
in August, when students dress up as
their favourite Book Character and
participate in activities throughout
the day, including the writing process
and making illustrations. In Grade 2,
students will be looking at famous author
and illustrator, Eric Carle. We will be
looking specifically at the illustrations
in his book ‘Mister Seahorse’, and
inquire into how Eric Carle created
his watercolour seahorse paintings.
To demonstrate their understanding,
Grade 2 students will recreate a page
from the book ‘Mister Seahorse’, using
similar painting and collage techniques
that Eric Carle used. Students will
have the opportunity to explore and
develop their skills and personal style
throughout a variety of guided painting
activities.
Along with their PYP inquiry topic, the
PYP Learner Profile will be used to
guide the children to understand how
good learners learn and therefore take
responsibility for their learning in the
art room.
Miss O’Toole, Miss Cicivelli, and
Miss Hendry
Physical Education
At Level 2, students demonstrate basic
motor skills and some more complex
skills. They combine motor skills and

movement patterns during individual
and group activities. They demonstrate
control when participating in locomotor
activities requiring change of speed,
direction and level. They create and
perform simple rhythmical movement
sequences in response to stimuli.
They regularly engage in sessions of
moderate to vigorous physical activity
and describe the link between physical
activity and health. They explain the
contribution rules and procedures
making it safe to conduct games and
activities. They use equipment and
space safely.
To begin Term Three, students will
participate in a unit of Dance where
students will participate in a range of
activities to get them moving to the
beat of the music and to assist with
building their confidence. They will
have the chance to dance individually,
with a partner as well as small groups
through a range of dance games and
activities. Students will then move on
to a unit on Newcombe focusing on
throwing, catching, team work and
communication. To end Term Three,
students will finish with a unit on Invasion
Games. Throughout this unit, students
will have the opportunity to participate
in a range of invasion games focusing on
teamwork, keeping possession, scoring
and defending.
Throughout every PE lesson, students
are encouraged to display the PYP
Learner Profile and attitudes to ensure
that each student takes responsibility
for their own learning and is respectful
to the learning of others. We encourage
all students to be risk-takers,
inquirers, open-minded, effective
communicators, caring and reflective
during PE.
At Alamanda College, we aim for
maximum participation in PE and ask
for students to wear their PE uniform
and to bring a drink bottle to all PE
classes. If your child cannot participate
in a PE lesson, then please send them
to their PE teacher with a signed note
outlining the reason for their nonparticipation.
Miss Livori, Mr Allan, and Mr Mills

CHINESE MANDARIN
In Term Three, the Grade Two students
will focus on Pet Animals. They will learn
to express what pet animal they have or
would like to have in Mandarin. They will
learn two measuring words to assist them
in making sentences. Students will learn a
Chinese song “Little Flower Cat,” which
is a song about feeding your pet cat.
A cultural topic will also be introduced to
students as the Mid-Autumn Festival.
In learning and consolidating the topic,
students will listen and speak, be involved
in whole class games/activities, do
actions to support vocabulary and read
stories. They will work independently and
collaboratively in activities to practise
writing, speaking, reading and listening.
Students are encouraged to inquire,
think, communicate, be open-minded,
take risks and reflect through Chinese
learning. In class, the activities will reflect
the Learning Profile. The PYP attitudes of
curiosity, commitment, enthusiasm and
creativity are embedded in the teaching
and learning.
Miss Tiffany, Miss Crystal, and Miss
Lee
Drama
In Grade Two, students learn about a
range of ways artistic elements can be
used to communicate experiences,
observations and things imagined. Using
ideas and concepts taken from themes,
scenarios, narratives and visual stimuli,
they experiment with ways of expressing
and communicating ideas and feelings
to particular audiences or for particular
purposes. Students begin to explore
Drama elements and conventions such as
costumes and props to create a character
based on their observation and perception
of a character in a story
Our focus for the first unit will be
to explore the elements of Physical
Theatre, for students to create their own
ensemble performances. To design these
performances, we will work creatively to
express situations and emotion. Students
will develop unique performances based
on movement and sound, demonstrating
an ability to select, arrange and express
new ideas cooperatively. Students will
develop their knowledge on how to use
our bodies to create art and represent
artistic concepts.

Students will be inquiring into Celebrations
through theatre. Researching different
celebrations held around the world,
and how Performing Arts is used in
them, students will begin exploring
cultural performances on the stage.
Working collaboratively, each student
will create and present their own unique
performance based on a celebration of
their choice.
Students will be encouraged to develop
the PYP Learner Profile attributes of
being risk-takers with their learning,
approaching new ideas with enthusiasm;
and being inquirers, incorporating
questioning into their dramatic
experiences to enhance units of inquiry.
Mr. Moran
Music
At Level Two, students will develop their
ability to communicate with voice and
instruments during a 13-week program.
They will be encouraged to work cooperatively with two particular PYP
attitudes of the Chinese Zodiac Legend
for 2016; the Chinese monkey (curiosity
and confidence).
Students will learn how to perform
“Beautiful Jasmine” with percussion
instruments. Scarves, ribbons and fans
will be used with simple and flowing dance
moves, to help develop their knowledge
of rhythm and ability to keep a steady
beat in simple metre.
Throughout the program, students will
identify, describe, compare and discuss the
characteristics of Pop Music and Chinese
Music. They will sing independently
with clear diction, pitch and rhythm with
songs from the Pop Era including “Let
It Be” and “ABC”. By performing songs
collaboratively with body movement, and
using tuned and un-tuned instruments
with curiosity, their communication skills
and confidence levels will improve.
Students will identify and perform
basic rhythmic patterns and distinguish
between, explore and use various
instruments to produce contrasts in
dynamics (loud/soft). They will also
learn how to create a rap song based on
rhyming words and a simple beat using
garage band.
In Music students will manage impulsivity
and develop respect for one another

during weekly class presentations.
Students will build friendships and a
caring attitude towards one another as
they begin to appreciate the similarities
and differences between the music of
different cultures.
Mrs. King
Food Technology
As outlined in the Victorian Curriculum,
students at Level Twos begin to explore
how food is selected and prepared for
healthy eating. During this 13 week
program, Grade Two students will begin
to gain an understanding of the food
groups and how to eat a balanced diet,
using the Australian Guide to Healthy
Eating food model to guide learning. We
will apply this knowledge into the creation
of healthy lunchbox items, including
sandwiches, wraps, dips, fruit and yoghurt
snacks. Students will be encouraged to
be independent learners and continue
to produce these recipes at home
and incorporate them into their daily
lunchbox. Across this program, students
will also explore the tools, equipment and
techniques used to prepare food safely
and hygienically for healthy eating.
Throughout every Food Technology
lesson, students are encouraged to
display the PYP Learner Profile and
attitudes to ensure that each student
takes responsibility for their own learning
and is respectful to maintaining the
safe and orderly working environment.
We encourage all students to be risktakers and open-minded by trying
new or unusual foods, inquirers and
effective communicators by asking lots
of questions, caring and reflective during
Food Technology.
Parents are invited to follow along the
progress of our students via the Alamanda
College Primary Food Technology Blog.
The link to access this blog is http://
alamandacollegefoodtech.weebly.com/.
I also ask that students bring a clearly
named container, with a lid, to all Food
Technology sessions to ensure that
students can take their food home with
them after their session.
Mr Ludewig

YEAR 3 IMPORTANT DATES
Excursion to Scienceworks 		
Last Day of Term 			
Premiers Reading Challenge Ends
Book Day 				
Term 4 begins 				

15th of August
16th of September
9th of September
26th August (Friday).
3rd of October

Art

Physical Education

At Level 3, students create visual arts works that show emerging arts knowledge
and an ability to plan arts works that communicate ideas, concepts, observations
feelings and/or experiences. They demonstrate an emerging ability to select,
arrange and make choices about expressive ways of using arts elements, principles
and/or conventions. They use skills, techniques, processes, media, materials,
equipment and technologies in a range of art forms.

As students work towards the
achievement of Level 4 standards
in Health and Physical Education,
they practise and use complex
manipulative and locomotor skills in
a range of movement environments
(indoor, outdoor and aquatic). They
practise and develop competency in
a range of complex motor skills such
as leaping, dodging, the over-arm
throw, dribbling and striking balls.
They discuss the performance criteria
of motor skills and practise observing
a partner’s performance. Through
modified major games, and athletics
activities, students begin to apply their
skills in sport-specific settings. During
gymnastics or dance sessions students
learn, reproduce and choreograph
more complex movement sequences.
Students participate in a range of
activities that promote health-related
fitness components of cardiorespiratory fitness, flexibility and
strength and explore the link between
health-related fitness and lifestyle
activities.

During Term 3, Grade 3 students will celebrate Book Week by creating artworks
based on some of our favourite stories and authors. The book chosen for Grade 3
is Home by Carson Ellis.
About the book: The notion of home is beautifully and imaginatively explored in
Carson Ellis’s first picture book. She is known for her ethereal illustrations in the
Wildwood novels and in this book her talent shines on its own.
Children will get lost in the detail and possibilities of the various types of homes
and different cultures. Little cottages, majestic palaces, ships and even an old boot
(ring a bell?) are rendered with subdued but rich colours and at the end we see
the illustrator in her own home creating the artwork for the book. And it is here
in her room we discover the inspiration for her pictures – in her knick-knacks and
souvenirs. Back we go and observe, more closely, the book from the start to find
these whimsical artefacts within the paintings.
As we explore the notion of ‘Home’ through the central idea of, ‘Home can look and
mean different things to different people around the world.’ Students will interpret
what home means to them and the feeling you get when you are home and safe.
Using the design process Grade 3 will design their own homes, allowing them the
space to create what ever home they like, for whom ever they like. This process will
also build upon their skill and knowledge of water colour paints and will broaden the
students understanding of creating depth in their artwork by layering the medium.
Along with our focus on open mindedness and where we come from, the PYP
Learner Profile has been incorporated to guide the students to understand how good
learners learn and therefore take responsibility for their learning in the Art room.
Miss Cicivelli, Miss O’Toole, and Miss Hendry
Chinese Mandarin
In Term 3, students will learn about colours and clothing, as part of the Transdisciplinary
Theme “How the World Works” and “How we organise ourselves”. They will develop
their Chinese oral language ability by learning words that describe colours and
clothing using the sentence structure “This is …”. They will be provided with lots
of hands-on activities to reinforce their understanding of the two concepts. For
example, they will cut out clothing from catalogues to dress the character they will
draw. They will also be encouraged to create a fashion show video introducing the
colours and types of clothing they are wearing. At the end of the Term, the Grade 3
students will be able to express clothing in different colours in Chinese.
When learning and consolidating this topic, students will practise speaking and
reasoning skills whilst learning how to name colours and clothing in Chinese and
justify clothing for different occasions. They will have opportunities to participate in
group learning, whole class games, as well as pairing up activities. They will also work
independently to practise listening, reading, writing and speaking in Chinese.
Students are encouraged to inquire, think, reflect, communicate, and cooperate.
During lessons, the activities will reflect the attributes of the Learner Profile. The
PYP attitudes of curiosity, commitment, enthusiasm, and creativity are incorporated
into the teaching and learning.
Miss Crystal, Miss Lee and Miss Tiffany

To begin Term Three, students will
participate in a unit of Dance where
students will participate in a range of
activities to get them moving to the
beat of the music and to assist with
building their confidence. They will
have the chance to dance individually,
with a partner as well as small groups
through a range of dance games and
activities. Students will then move
on to a unit on Newcombe focusing
on throwing, catching, team work
and communication. To end Term
Three, students will finish with a unit
on Invasion Games. Throughout this

unit, students will have the opportunity
to participate in a range of invasion
games focusing on teamwork, keeping
possession, scoring and defending.

performance. Students will be
encouraged to take responsibility when
directing others in how the performance
is presented.

Throughout every PE lesson, students
are encouraged to display the PYP
Learner Profile and attitudes to ensure
that each student takes responsibility
for their own learning and is respectful
to the learning of others. We encourage
all students to be risk-takers,
inquirers, open-minded, effective
communicators, caring and reflective
during PE.

We will use the PYP Learner Profile
in class to guide the students
understanding of how a good learner
involves themselves in their learning,
and therefore takes responsibility for
their learning in the classroom. The
students will be encouraged to develop
the PYP Learner Profile attributes of
being risk-takers with their learning,
approaching new ideas with enthusiasm
and curiosity.

At Alamanda College, we aim for
maximum participation in PE and ask
for students to wear their PE uniform
and to bring a drink bottle to all PE
classes. If your child cannot participate
in a PE lesson, then please send them
to their PE teacher with a signed note
outlining the reason for their nonparticipation.
Miss. Livori, Mr. Allan and Mr. Mills
Drama
In Grade Three, students apply and
develop their arts knowledge by
exploring arts processes and ways to
communicate concepts arising from
their personal experiences and from the
world around them. Students discuss the
possibilities of communicating without
words, and create performances based
on images, music or concepts.
Our first unit will focus on looking
at how to create atmosphere in a
performance. We will discuss how
the use of tension and suspense can
manipulate a story and evoke emotions
from an audience. Students will show
their understanding by developing their
own ensemble performance based on
the children’s book “Jumanji” by Chris
Van Allsburg. As part of this process
children will be guided to understand
negotiation skills and an ability to work
cooperatively in small groups.
Students will begin inquiring into the
different roles involved in theatre
crafting; experimenting with directing
other students in the performance
making process. Using personal
experiences as a stimulus, students
will work collaboratively as actors
and directors to create a narrative

Mr. Sean Moran
Music
At Level Three, students will be
developing their ability to communicate
with voice and instruments through
Chinese Music and Pop Music. During
the 13-week program, they will be
encouraged to work collaboratively
with two particular attitudes of the
Chinese Zodiac Legend for 2016;
the Chinese monkey (curiosity and
confidence). Throughout the program,
students will develop concert etiquette
with our weekly presentations during
class. They will be encouraged to
manage impulsivity and empathy
when performing for one another in a
respectful manner.
Students will use simple and flowing
dance moves, to help develop their
knowledge of rhythm and ability to
keep a steady beat in simple metre with
“Beautiful Jasmine”. Students will also
independently learn songs from the
Pop Era including “Let It Be” and “True
Colours”. With the use of GarageBand,
students at Level Three will create a
beat and record their own rap.
They will learn to use a natural voice
with accuracy in pitch, rhythm,
dynamics and breathing at appropriate
places (such as at the end of a phrase).
Students will talk about the meaning
of their song lyrics and how this can
be reflected in the way the song is
performed and presented within the
school community.
Through feedback and self-evaluation
of class videos, they will improve playing
techniques, application of form, tempo

and dynamic changes, and will refine
performances. Students at Level Three
will appreciate the world around them
as they understand cultural differences
and attain knowledge and skills with
curiosity.
Mrs. King
Food Technology
As outlined in the Victorian
Curriculum, students at Level Three
begin to investigate food preparation
techniques used in modern and
traditional societies. Grade Three
students will begin this Term learning
about food preparation techniques
for healthy lunchbox items, using the
Australian Guide to Healthy Eating
food model to guide learning. During
this unit, students will focus on being
independent learners whilst preparing
foods such as sandwiches, fruit salads
and wraps and will be encouraged to
continue to produce these recipes at
home. Thereafter, students will begin
to focus on modern food preparation
techniques and explore some changes
that foods undertake as they are
exposed to different cooking methods.
Throughout every Food Technology
lesson, students are encouraged
to display the PYP Learner Profile
and attitudes to ensure that each
student takes responsibility for their
own learning and is respectful to
maintaining the safe and orderly
working environment. We encourage
all students to be risk-takers and openminded by trying new or unusual foods,
inquirers and effective communicators
by asking lots of questions, caring and
reflective during Food Technology.
Parents are invited to follow along
the progress of our students via the
Alamanda College Primary Food
Technology Blog. The link to access this
blog is http://alamandacollegefoodtech.
weebly.com/. I also ask that students
bring a clearly named container, with a
lid, to all Food Technology sessions to
ensure that students can take their food
home with them after their session.
Mr Ludewig

