
TERM 1 2016 YEARS 2 AND 3 
CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

It’s been a very busy and productive 
Term One at Alamanda College. The 
students have worked hard to create 
our learning spaces. 

Our Grade 2 Team consists of:
2A – Georgia Bell
2B – Gislaine Bottrell
2C – Mark Crossett
2D – Deanna Kotevski
2E – Allison Gatt
2F – Hannah Droedge
2G – Fiona Pritchard
2H – Kasey Foster
2I – Emily Adamek
Teaching Aids – Anna, Ida, Anna

Assistant Principal – Jackie 
Mouratidis

During Term One, Grade 2 has been 
setting up classroom routines and 
expectations through establishing 
Essential Agreements and using the 
PYP Learner Profile and attributes. 
Students will understand how to interact 
with each other in the classroom and the 
wider community in a positive manner. 

Over the upcoming weeks of Term One, 
we will be commencing our Unit of 
Inquiry on Who We Are (Central idea: 
Health and well-being can affect the 
way we work, play and live). This unit of 
inquiry will enable students to explore:

•	 How	we	keep	our	bodies	and	our	
mind healthy.

•	 How	we	get	along	with	others
•	 Things	that	support	our	learning
•	Where	we	live	can	affect	our	

health and wellbeing

In Literacy, our focus will be around 
poetry and writers notebook. Students 
will also focus on decoding and 
comprehension strategies. 

In Numeracy, we will be looking at a 
range of topics including Place Value, 
Addition and Time.

Literacy
In Literacy, teachers use the Western Australia First Steps Learning Continuum 
to plan, cater for different abilities, and to track and assess individual students. 
These continuums cover the four areas of reading, writing, spelling and speaking 
and listening. 

Reading
In reading, students will be focusing on reading fiction and non-fiction texts 
including poems. They will be introduced to a range of reading strategies and skills, 
and asked to apply these to a variety of reading tasks.   Grade 2 Reading focuses 
this term will include:

•	 Examining	poetry;
•	 Reader’s	Theatre;	
•	 Recognise	and	use	simple	punctuation	reflecting	it	in	the	voice;
•	 Decoding	and	comprehension	strategies;
•	Notice	and	remember	facts,	concepts,	or	ideas	from	a	text;
•	 Interpret	illustrations	and	discuss	how	they	make	readers	feel;
•	 Recognise	and	identify	aspects	of	text	structure;
•	 Remember	and	emphasise	important	information	in	a	text	while	reading	it	
aloud,	and;

•	 Begin	to	understand	the	subtle	changes	in	meaning	that	a	writer	can	
convey through word choice

In Grade 2 your child will be supported in choosing appropriate reading material, 
and will also be encouraged to source their own texts. This may be from the local 
library or from your home collection. It is recommended that you read with your 
child every night for at least 10 minutes. Please take the time to listen to your 
child as your personal interest makes their reading experience more rewarding 
and enjoyable. After reading, ask your child to use the comprehension strategies 
covered in class, such as making connections, to discuss their book. 
library and make visiting and borrowing books a regular occurrence.

In the area of Speaking and Listening, students are given opportunities to build upon 
their skills through a variety of formal and informal situations. “Oral presentations” 
are a part of our daily program. Children share their experiences with peers, as well 
as bring artefacts from home to talk about, based on the current Inquiry. Teachers 
will	 also	provide	 the	children	with	a	 range	of	opportunities	 to	 reflect	and	 speak	
about their learning experiences.

YEAR 2 IMPORTANT DATES
8th to the 11th of February Get to know you interviews
10th of March   PYP night
 23rd of March   Grade 2 sleepover
24th of March   Last day of term



Writing 
In writing, students will focus on 
developing their own personalised 
Writer’s Notebook and Poetry. 
Students will be involved in writing, with 
a clear and structured focus for each 
session.

Grade 2 Writing focuses this term will 
include:

•	 Understand	how	to	craft	poems	
using by ‘Mentor Texts’ as 
models. 

•	 Understand	poetry	as	a	unique	
way to communicate about and 
describe feelings sensory images, 
feelings, ideas or stories.

•	 Understand	the	way	print	works	
in poems

•	 Understand	that	there	are	
different kinds of poems

•	 The	significance	of	important	
word choices in poetry

•	 Understand	that	poems	do	not	
have to rhyme

•	 Use	poetic	language	to	
communicate language and 
meaning.

Students will be supported through the 
Writing Process of Pre-Planning (using 
their Writer’s Notebook), Planning 
(using a range of graphic organisers), 
Drafting, Revising/Editing, Publishing 
(both by hand and digitally). 

Spelling

Spelling will be integrated throughout 
the reading and writing program, with 
the teacher introducing strategies to 
assist students in becoming familiar 
with how words work. Students will also 
be involved in spelling investigations, 
which search for spelling patterns and 
word types. 

Grade 2 Spelling focuses this term will 
include:

•	 Use	letter-sound	knowledge	
to monitor reading and spelling 
accuracy;	

•	Onset	and	Rime
•	Notice	patterns	and	categorise	

high-frequency word to assist in 
learning them quickly.

Speaking and Listening
In Speaking and Listening students will 
have the opportunity to participate in 
both individual presentations and group 
discussions. They will be encouraged 
to bring in artefacts (items of personal 
significance from home) relating to our 
unit of inquiry to present to the grade. 
Skills associated with oral presentations 
will be reviewed and practised on a 
regular basis within the classroom. 
Strategies for speaking and listening 
in individual and group situations will 
include taking conversational turns 
as speaker and listener, responding 
to classroom expectations of polite 
behaviour, and following a series of 
instructions.

Numeracy
In Numeracy, students will be practicing 
skills in real world authentic problems. 
Where possible, links will be made 
with Inquiry and Literacy. They will be 
taking part in teacher focus groups, 
individual and small group practice, 
and open ended tasks, as well as using 
concrete materials to demonstrate 
their understandings. Students will also 
use a range of iPad applications to help 
practise skills and mental calculations. 
Students will be using the WMR 
Numeracy Continuum to set goals.

Number and Algebra 
(AUSVELS) 
In the area of Number, Grade 2 
students will focus on:

•	 Investigating	number	sequences	
initially increasing and decreasing 
by 2’s, 3’s, 5’s and 10’s from any 
starting point and then moving to 
any starting point. 

•	 Recognise,	model,	represent	and	
order numbers to at least 1000.

•	 Group	partition	and	rearrange	
collections upto 1000 in 
hundreds, tens and ones to 
facilitate counting.

Measurement and Geometry 
(AUSVELS)  
In the area of Measurement, Grade 2 
students will focus on:

•	Name	and	order	months	and	
seasons 

•	 Use	a	calendar	to	identify	the	
date and determine the number 
of days each month.

•	 Telling	the	time,	including	the	
relationships between units of 
time.

ICT
All students will eventually have Edmodo 
accounts to connect, share ideas, ask 
questions, complete homework and 
showcase their achievements. Students 
will explore various applications that 
directly link to the Units Of Inquiry.

Please do not hesitate to see your 
classroom teacher if you have any 
questions or concerns. 

Thank you,
The Year 2 Team
Georgia Bell, Gislaine Bottrell, Mark 
Crossett, Deanna Kotevski, Allison 
Gatt, Hannah Droedge, Fiona 
Pritchard, Kasey Foster, Emily Adamek



Specialist Curriculum Overview

Physical Education

At Level Two, students continue to engage in a variety of physical activities on their 
own and with their peers, with and without equipment, and in a range of environments 
(indoor, outdoor and aquatic). Students begin to develop more complex motor skills 
such as dodging, leaping, dribbling and striking balls and they explore different actions 
of the body and begin to understand how these actions affect movement efficiency. 
Students also begin to combine motor skills into movement sequences, and create 
simple movement sequences in response to a variety of stimuli.

Students will begin this term participating in a range of “get to know you” games, 
teamwork activities and minor games. Thereafter, students will recap a range of 
fundamental motor skills, beginning with a focus on the loco-motor skills such 
as running, skipping, hopping and jumping. Students will focus on improving their 
technique and movement efficiency of these skills.

Throughout every PE lesson, students are encouraged to display the PYP learner 
profiles and attitudes to ensure that each student takes responsibility for their own 
learning and is respectful to the learning of others. We encourage all students to be 
risk-takers,	inquirers,	open-minded,	effective	communicators,	caring	and	reflective	
during PE. 

At Alamanda College, we aim for maximum participation in PE and ask for students 
to bring a hat and drink bottle to all PE classes. If your child cannot participate in a 
PE lesson, then please send them to their PE teacher with a signed note outlining 
the reason for their non-participation.

Thank you,
P.E. Team 

LOTE

In Term 1 of LOTE, students will be learning about the Chinese New Year as part of the 
topic, ‘How we express ourselves’. The focus of the unit will be on the red envelopes 
红红 (hong bao). Students will learn about the history and the legend behind when and 
why red envelopes are given, who they are given to and how to receive them. They 
will also investigate and understand the significance of the colours, characters and 
symbols that are used on the red envelope. In addition to this, students will practise 
Chinese New Year greetings and words. They will use their accumulated knowledge 
and understandings to create a red envelope of their own. 

As part of their learning and consolidation of the topic, students will practice listening 
and speaking, as well as fine motor skills such as writing, drawing, and colouring. 
They will be given opportunities to participate in whole class and group activities and 
games, practice appropriate actions to accompany vocabulary and customs, and red 
stories. They will also work independently to practice listening, reading, writing, and 
speaking. 

Students	 are	encouraged	 to	 inquire,	 think,	 communicate,	 reflect,	 and	cooperate.		
Students will be given activities that will help them to develop attributes of the learner 
profile. The PYP attitudes of curiosity, commitment, enthusiasm, and creativity are 
fixed into teaching and learning. 

Miss Crystal Orr, ___________, ______________

Music

At Level Two, students will be developing their ability to communicate with voice 
and instruments through Chinese Music.  During the 13 week program, they will be 

encouraged to work collaboratively with 
two particular attitudes of the Chinese 
Zodiac	 Legend	 for	 2016;	 the	 Chinese	
monkey (curiosity and confidence).  

To celebrate the Chinese New Year, 
they will learn how to perform “Gung 
Hay Fat Choy” a Southern Chinese 
folk song.  Scarves, ribbons and fans will 
be	used	with	 simple	 and	flowing	dance	
moves, to help develop their knowledge 
of rhythm and ability to keep a steady 
beat in simple metre.  They will identify 
and perform basic rhythmic patterns 
and distinguish between, explore and 
use various instruments to produce 
contrasts in dynamics (loud/soft).

Students will be taught how to play 
percussions instruments such as 
xylophones, claves, finger cymbals and 
Chinese gong with a gentle and smooth 
approach.  Their communication skills 
and confidence levels will improve when 
performing both independently and 
collaboratively with body movement, 
unison singing and tuned and untuned 
percussion instruments.  They will create 
rhythmic patterns developed from the 
Legends of the Zodiac for our class item 
“Gung Hay Fat Choy”.

Throughout the program students will 
develop concert etiquette with our 
weekly presentations during class.  They 
will be encouraged to manage impulsivity 
when performing for one another in a 
respectful manner.  By developing an 
awareness of various cultures and their 
use of musical instruments and sounds, 
students at Level Two will appreciate 
of the world around them and attain 
knowledge and skills with curiosity.

.
Mrs  Donna King
 

Art

At Level 2, students create visual 
arts works that show emerging arts 
knowledge and an ability to plan 
arts works that communicate ideas, 
concepts, observations feelings and/
or experiences. They demonstrate an 
emerging ability to select, arrange and 
make choices about expressive ways of 
using arts elements, principles and/or 
conventions. They use skills, techniques, 
processes, media, materials, equipment 



Students will be exploring traditional 
Chinese Shadow Puppetry, and its 
importance in Chinese Art. They will 
be working collaboratively to produce 
scripts, puppets and backdrops to 
create a unique Chinese shadow puppet 
performance, which will be presented 
to the class and filmed on students’ 
iPads. 
In the second unit, students will 
inquire into Japanese Theatre. They 
will explore the different styles of 
traditional theatre from Japan, which 
will lead students to create their own 
end of term performance. Students 
will experiment with the dramatic 
elements of Kabuki and Noh theatre, 
such as colour symbolism, non-verbal 
representation and the use of mask to 
portray different characters. Students 
will begin experimenting with props and 
costume, showing an understanding of 
how they can enhance the presentation 
of a performance.

The students will be encouraged to 
develop the PYP Learner Profile 
attributes of being risk-takers with 
their learning, approaching new ideas 
with	 enthusiasm;	 and	 being	 inquirers,	
incorporating questioning into their 
dramatic experiences to enhance units 
of inquiry.

Food Technology

As outlined in the Victorian Curriculum, 
students at Level Twos begin to explore 
how food is selected and prepared for 
healthy eating. During this 13 week 
program, Grade Two students will begin 
to gain an understanding of the food 
groups and how to eat a balanced diet, 
using the Australian Guide to Healthy 
Eating food model to guide learning. 
We will apply this knowledge into the 
creation of healthy lunchbox items, 
including sandwiches, wraps, dips and 
fruit snacks. In conjunction with our 
celebration of the Chinese New Year, 
students will also be preparing a Chinese 
fruit salad and rice paper rolls. Students 
will be encouraged to be independent 
learners and continue to produce these 
recipes at home and incorporate them 
into their daily lunchbox. Across this 
program, students will also explore the 
tools, equipment and techniques used to 
prepare food safely and hygienically for 
healthy eating.

Throughout every Food Tech lesson, 
students are encouraged to display 
the PYP learner profiles and attitudes 
to ensure that each student takes 
responsibility for their own learning 
and is respectful to maintaining the 
safe and orderly working environment. 
We encourage all students to be risk-
takers and open-minded by trying 
new or unusual foods, inquirers and 
effective communicators by asking lots 
of	questions,	caring	and	reflective	during	
Food Tech. 

Parents are invited to follow along 
the progress of our students via the 
Alamanda College Primary Food Tech 
Blog. The link to access this blog is http://
alamandacollegefoodtech.weebly.com/. 
I also ask that students bring a clearly 
named container, with a lid, to all Food 
Tech sessions to ensure that students 
can take their food home with them 
after their session.

Thanks,
Mr Ludewig

and technologies in a range of arts 
forms. 

To begin the school year in the art rooms, 
we are celebrating Chinese New Year. 
As we are a PYP school and are aspiring 
to be Internationally Minded people, 
we are exploring the Chinese culture 
and it’s traditions around Chinese New 
Year. Grade 2 students will be learning 
about symbolism in Chinese culture, 
whilst learning that it is the year of the 
Monkey. Students will create a Chinese 
lantern using watercolour paints in order 
to decorate it in traditional celebration 
colours. The Monkey will be incorporated 
to demonstrate our understanding of 
the symbol and what it means to the 
Chinese people. Children will build 
upon their skills by learning the steps 
to creating a 3D lantern as well as the 
opportunity to extend their knowledge 
of watercolour painting techniques. The 
final result will then be displayed as part 
of our PYP open night, in celebration of 
our cultural diversity in our community.

Along with our focus on International 
Mindedness, the PYP Learner Profile has 
been incorporated to guide the students 
to understand how good learners learn 
and therefore take responsibility for 
their learning in the Art room. The 
Learner Profile encourages all children 
to be inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, 
communicators, principled, open-
minded, caring, risk-takers, balanced 
and	reflective.

Miss O’Toole, Miss Ciciveli and Miss 
Hendry 
 

Drama

In Grade Two, students learn about 
a range of ways artistic elements can 
be used to communicate experiences, 
observations and things imagined. 
Using ideas and concepts taken from 
themes, scenarios, narratives and visual 
stimuli, they experiment with ways of 
expressing and communicating ideas 
and feelings to particular audiences 
or for particular purposes. Students 
begin to explore Drama elements and 
conventions such as costumes and 
props to create a character based on 
their observation and perception of a 
character in a story

In the first unit, we will be inquiring 
into Chinese culture through theatre. 



Dear Parents and Carers,

We would like to take the time to 
welcome the families of our Year Three 
students to the team for 2016. We 
look forward to working in partnership 
with you to ensure that your child 
achieves their personal and academic 
goals. Students already need to be 
commended on their efforts thus far 
as they have had a productive start 
to the year. We have all been busy 
working on creating our Essential 
Agreements and establishing our 
learning spaces. 

During this time, the Year Three 
students have been establishing 
classroom routines and expectations 
through the PYP Learner Profile and 
Attitudes.  They have begun taking 
part in lessons on ‘Learning to Learn’ 
which looks at how we are all capable 
of learning and that we have different 
learning styles and preferences. 
Whilst also teaching different 
strategies that we can use to help 
improve our memory and therefore 
our learning. 

Students have also looked into mind 
mapping and the significance of this 
organisational/ thinking tool.  It is 
delightful to see students making 
links between our PYP Learning 
Profile and the Habits of Mind. 
Many students already have a great 
understanding of persistence in order 
to achieve challenging goals.  

The members of our 2016 Year 3 
team are:
Jackie Mouratidis
Assistant Principal
3A –   Rachael Cunningham
3B –  Suzi Koneski
3C –  Brooke Danaher
3D –  Niki Sylaidos
Educational support  
Chris Lipiarski and Lisa Attrill

3E –  Ellie Sunderman
3F –  Ed Ezzy
3G –  Danielle Colling 
3H-  Chloe Linnell
Educational support- 
Franka Mobilio 

ICT- Phill Cantone 

Within a few weeks we will begin 

our first Unit of Inquiry under the transdisciplinary theme, Who We Are, the 
central idea is ‘Multimedia facilitates the discovery and expression of ideas’. 

It is important for students to understand the attributes of a safe digital 
citizen. During this, inquiry will enable students to explore and investigate 
how a safe digital citizen uses multimedia as a tool to enhance learning and 
succeed in personal endeavors otherwise unachievable without technology. 
Students will look into the development of technology over the years and how 
this has impacted the variant of learning abilities of students with and without 
technology. 

Literacy
In Literacy, teachers use the First Steps Continuum and other assessment tools to 
plan, cater for different abilities and to track and assess individual students. These 
tools cover the four areas of reading, writing, spelling and speaking and listening. 
With the support of mentor texts, our focus will be Question Answer Relationship, 
QAR.

Students will know, understand and be able to:
•	Draw	connections	between	personal	experiences	and	the	world,	and	share	

responses with others
•	Discuss	how	language	is	used	to	describe	the	settings	in	texts,	and	explore	
how	the	settings	shape	the	events	and	influence	the	mood	of	the	narrative

•	Discuss	the	nature	and	effects	of	some	language	devices	used	to	
enhance meaning and shape the reader’s reaction, including rhythm and 
onomatopoeia in poetry and prose

•	Use	comprehension	strategies	to	build	literal	and	inferred	meaning	and	
begin to evaluate texts by drawing on a growing knowledge of context, text 
structures and language features

•	Understand	how	different	types	of	texts	vary	in	use	of	language	choices,	
depending on their purpose and context (for example, tense and types of 
sentences)

•	Identify	the	features	of	online	texts	that	enhance	navigation
•	Identify	the	point	of	view	in	a	text	and	suggest	alternative	points	of	view

In Year 3, your child will be supported in choosing appropriate reading material, and 
will also be encouraged to source their texts independently. It is recommended that 
you read with your child every night for at least 10 minutes. Please take the time to 
listen to your child as your personal interest makes their reading experience more 
rewarding and enjoyable. After reading ask your child to use the comprehension 
strategies covered in class, such as making connection, to discuss their book. 

Writing
In Writing, Students will focus on Persuasive and Narrative text. 
Students will know, understand and be able to:

•	Understand	that	paragraphs	are	a	key	organisational	feature	of	written	texts
•	Understand	that	verbs	represent	different	processes	(doing,	thinking,	

saying, and relating) and that these processes are anchored in time through 
tense

YEAR 3 IMPORTANT DATES
School Term     28th of January to 24th of March
PYP community evening   10th of March
Public Holiday Labour day (No School):  14th of March
Brainstorm Production Incursion  2nd of March
Camp Oasis    Term 2 



•	Create	imaginative	texts	based	on	
characters, settings and events 
from students’ own and other 
cultures using visual features, for 
example perspective, distance 
and angle

•	Plan,	draft	and	publish	
imaginative, informative and 
persuasive texts demonstrating 
increasing control over text 
structures and language 
features and selecting print, and 
multimodal elements appropriate 
to the audience and purpose

•	Reread	and	edit	texts	for	
meaning, appropriate structure, 
grammatical choices and 
punctuation

Spelling 
Spelling will be integrated throughout 
the reading and writing program, with 
the teacher introducing strategies to 
assist students in becoming familiar 
with how words work. For example, how 
to use sound/letter relationships and 
knowledge of spelling rules, compound 
words, prefixes, suffixes, morphemes 
and less common letter combinations, 
for example ‘tion’.

Speaking and Listening
In speaking and listening, students will 
have the opportunity to participate in 
both individual presentations and group 
discussions. Students will be focusing 
on extended and technical vocabulary 
and ways of expressing their opinion 
including modal verbs and adverbs. 
They will understand that successful 
cooperation with others depends 
on shared use of social conventions, 
including turn-taking patterns, and 

forms of address that vary according 
to the degree of formality in social 
situations.

Numeracy
In Numeracy, the students will be 
working on key concepts from all 
strands. Students will be supported with 
concepts from the NAPLAN tests that 
proved challenging for the students 
from previous NAPLAN assessments. 
Students will be taking part in focus, 
individual and small group practise, open 
ended tasks, as well as using concrete 
materials. Students will also use a range 
of iPad applications for extra practise 
and development of skills. 

Students will know, understand and be 
able to:

Number and Algebra 
(AUSVELS)
Recognise, model, represent and order 
numbers to at least 10 000 and beyond
Recall multiplication facts of two, three, 
five and ten and related division facts

Apply place value to partition, rearrange 
and regroup numbers to at least tens 
of thousands to assist calculations and 
solve problems

Investigate number sequences involving 
multiples of 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, and 9

Recall multiplication facts up to 10 × 10 
and related division facts

Recall addition facts for single-digit 
numbers and related subtraction facts 
to develop increasingly efficient mental 
strategies for computation

Develop efficient mental and written 
strategies and use appropriate digital 
technologies for multiplication and for 
division where there is no remainder

Fraction and decimals 
(AUSVELS)
Count by quarters halves and thirds, 
including with mixed numerals. Locate 
and represent these fractions on a 
number line

Investigate equivalent fractions used in 
contexts

Recognise that the place value 
system can be extended to tenths 
and hundredths. Make connections 
between fractions and decimal notation

Money and Financial 
Mathematics  (AUSVELS)

Solve problems involving purchases and 
the calculation of change to the nearest 
five cents with and without digital 
technologies

Represent money values in multiple 
ways and count the change required for 
simple transactions to the nearest five 
cents

Measurement and Geometry : 
(AUSVELS)
Describe, continue, and create number 
patterns resulting from performing 
addition or subtraction

Tell time to the minute and investigate 
the relationship between units of time

Make models of three-dimensional 
objects and describe key features

ICT
This term, students will be engaged in 
new and innovative ways of intergrating 
Information Communication 
Technology (ICT) with our Inquiry into 
Cyber Safety. Students will explore a 
range of applications and web – based 
tools that foster communication. They 
will also join the class Edmodo group 
allowing access to homework activities 
that will begin this term. Students will 
also continue to use Mathletics and Raz 
Kids to enhance learning both at school 
and home. 



NAPLAN
NAPLAN will run during Term Two. 
Students will familiarise themselves 
with skills to assist with interpreting test 
questions. The tests include Language 
Conventions, either a Narrative or 
Persuasive Writing task, Reading 
comprehension and Numeracy. Students 
will have practice tests to further 
familiarise them with the process, the 
language of questions and reduce the 
worries of our more anxious students.  

Homework
Homework will be handed out on a 

Specialist Curriculum Overview

At Level 3, students will practice 
and use complex manipulative and 
locomotor skills in a range of movement 
environments, including indoor, outdoor 
and aquatic. Students will practice 
and develop competency in a range of 
complex motor skills such as leaping, 
dodging, the over-arm throw, dribbling 
and striking balls, as well as cartwheeling 
and handstanding. They discuss the 
performance criteria of motor skills and 
practice observing and giving feedback 
on a partner’s performance.  Students 
will also begin to apply their skills in sport 
specific settings. Students participate 
in a range of activities that promote 
health-related fitness components and 
explore the link between health related 

for their own learning and is respectful 
to the learning of others. We encourage 
all students to be risk-takers, inquirers, 
open-minded, effective communicators, 
caring	and	reflective	during	PE.	

At Alamanda College, we aim for 
maximum participation in PE and ask for 
students to bring a hat and drink bottle 
to all PE classes. If your child cannot 
participate in a PE lesson, then please 
send them to their PE teacher with a 
signed note outlining the reason for their 
non-participation.

Thank you,
P.E. Team 

Tuesday and will be due back to the 
classroom on the following Friday. 
Students will have to complete and 
return their homework within a 
fortnight. Homework is designed to 
support student learning and extend 
activities and lessons taught in class.  
Homework will be posted on Edmodo, 
however we expect students to record 
their work in their books.  

Camp Oasis
The students will be on camp in term 
two. There will be an expression of 
interest going out this term to confirm 
numbers and finalise bookings. Further 

information about camp will be handed 
out in the near future. 

Please contact your classroom teacher 
if you have any questions or concerns. 

Thank you,
Jackie Mouratidis, Rachael 
Cunningham, Suzi Koneski, 
Danielle Colling, Chloe Linnell, Ellie 
Sunderman, Brooke Danaher, Ed 
Ezzy, Niki Sylaidos, Phill Cantone, 
Chris Lipiarski, Lisa Attrill and Franca 
Mobilio. 
Year 3 Team 

Physical Education

fitness and lifestyle activities. 

Students will begin this term participating 
in ‘get to know you’ activities, teamwork 
activities and minor games. Thereafter, 
students will focus on catching and 
throwing using different pieces of 
equipment;	speed,	agility	and	quickness	
and what effect they play in different 
sports and finishing off with a unit on 
cultural games, promoting and bringing 
awareness to different cultures and the 
games they play. 

Throughout every PE lesson, students 
are encouraged to display the PYP 
learner profiles and attitudes to ensure 
that each student takes responsibility 

ART

At Level 3, students create visual 
arts works that show emerging arts 
knowledge and an ability to plan 
arts works that communicate ideas, 
concepts, observations feelings and/
or experiences. They demonstrate an 
emerging ability to select, arrange and 
make choices about expressive ways of 
using arts elements, principles and/or 
conventions. They use skills, techniques, 
processes, media, materials, equipment 
and technologies in a range of arts forms. 

To begin the school year in the art rooms, 
we are celebrating Chinese New Year. 

As we are a PYP school and are aspiring 
to be Internationally Minded people, we 
are exploring the Chinese culture and 
it’s traditions around Chinese New Year. 
Grade 3 students will be learning about 
symbolism in Chinese culture, whilst 
learning the significance of the Cherry 
Blossom and Bamboo in oriental art. 
Students will create a fan decorated with 
one of these images representing nature 
and Chinese symbolism. Students will 
also further develop their understanding 
of watercolour painting techniques by 
experimenting with effects and using 
these to decorate their fans. Students 

will end the unit by constructing their 
fans and develop fine motor skills by 
learning the paper folding technique 
of concertina folds. The final result will 
then be displayed as part of our PYP 
open night, in celebration of our cultural 
diversity in our community.

Along with our focus on International 
Mindedness, the PYP Learner Profile has 
been incorporated to guide the students 
to understand how good learners learn 
and therefore take responsibility for 
their learning in the Art room. The 
Learner Profile encourages all children 



红红红红红Xin Nian Kuai Le! Happy Lunar 
New Year! 

In celebrating the Lunar New Year in 
Term 1, Grade 3 students will focus on 
Chinese lion dancing. Students will 
explore the Chinese New Year story 
and make connections with Nian and a 
lion dancer. They will explore the history 
of lion dancing and the elements in 
a performance (i.e Lettuce, oranges, 
firecrackers, drums, gongs and cymbals). 
Students will learn to read and write 
some Chinese vocabulary related to lion 
dancing. 

Students are encouraged to inquire, 
think, communicate, be open-minded, 
take	the	risk	and	reflect	through	Chinese	
learning.	In	class,	the	activities	reflect	all	
the learning profiles. The PYP attitudes 
of curiosity, commitment, enthusiasm 
and creativity are embedded in the 
teaching and learning.    

Miss Crystal Orr, ___________, 
______________

At Level Three, students will be 
developing their ability to communicate 
with voice and instruments through 
Chinese Music.  During the 13 week 
program, they will be encouraged to 
work collaboratively with two particular 
attitudes of the Chinese Zodiac Legend 
for	2016;	the	Chinese	monkey	(curiosity	
and confidence).  

To celebrate the Chinese New Year, 
they will learn how to perform “The 
Beautiful Jasmine” a Southern Chinese 
folk song.  Their communication skills and 
confidence levels will improve when they 
learn music-specific language to describe 
key features of Chinese music (such 
as intervals of thirds and fifths, legato 
phrasing and the pentatonic scale).

Scarves, ribbons and fans will be used 
with	 simple	 and	 flowing	 dance	 moves,	
to help develop their knowledge of 

rhythm and ability to keep a steady beat 
in simple metre.  Students will be taught 
how to play percussions instruments 
with rhythmic patterns created from the 
Legends of the Zodiac to accompany 
the pentatonic Chinese melody.  They 
will play co-operatively with various 
instruments such as piano, xylophones, 
claves, finger cymbals, recorders and the 
Chinese gong.  

Throughout the program students will 
develop concert etiquette with our 
weekly presentations during class.  They 
will be encouraged to manage impulsivity 
and empathy when performing for one 
another in a respectful manner.  By 
developing an awareness of various 
cultures and their use of musical 
instruments and sounds, students at 
Level Three will appreciate of the world 
around them and attain knowledge and 
skills with curiosity.

Mrs  Donna King
 

DRAMA

In Grade Three, students apply and 
develop their arts knowledge by 
exploring arts processes and ways to 
communicate concepts arising from 
their personal experiences and from the 
world around them. Students discuss the 
possibilities of communicating without 
words, and create performances based 
on images, music or concepts.

In the first unit, we will be inquiring 
into Chinese culture through theatre. 
Students will be exploring traditional 
Chinese Shadow Puppetry, and its 
importance in Chinese Art. They will 
be working collaboratively to produce 
scripts, puppets and backdrops to 
create a unique Chinese shadow puppet 
performance, which will be presented to 
the class and filmed on students’ iPads. 

In the second unit, students will 
experiment with ‘Scene Spurs’, which 
is the creation of short performances 
based on images, songs and videos. 
Students will begin experimenting 
with props and costume, showing an 
understanding of how they can enhance 
the presentation of a performance. 
Students will develop knowledge on 
how to modify their work in response 
to feedback from other students in 
the class, demonstrating an ability to 
select, arrange and express new ideas 
cooperatively.

LOTE

to be inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, 
communicators, principled, open-
minded, caring, risk-takers, balanced 
and	reflective.

Miss O’Toole, Miss Ciciveli and Miss 
Hendry

Music

DRAMA

The students will be encouraged to 
develop the PYP Learner Profile 
attributes of being risk-takers with 
their learning, approaching new ideas 
with	 enthusiasm;	 and	 being	 inquirers,	
incorporating questioning into their 
dramatic experiences to enhance units 
of inquiry.

Food Technology

As outlined in the Victorian Curriculum, 
students at Level Three begin to 
investigate food preparation techniques 
used in modern and traditional societies. 
Grade Three students will begin this 
Term learning about food preparation 
techniques for healthy lunchbox items, 
using the Australian Guide to Healthy 
Eating food model to guide learning. 
During this unit, students will focus 
on being independent learners whilst 
preparing foods such as sandwiches, 
fruit salads and wraps and will be 
encouraged to continue to produce 
these recipes at home. In conjunction 
with our celebration of the Chinese 
New Year, students will also be preparing 
a Chinese fruit salad and rice paper 
rolls. Thereafter, students will begin 
to focus on modern food preparation 
techniques and explore the changes that 
foods undertake as they are exposed to 
different cooking methods. 

Throughout every Food Tech lesson, stu-
dents are encouraged to display the PYP 
learner profiles and attitudes to ensure 
that each student takes responsibility for 
their own learning and is respectful to 
maintaining the safe and orderly working 
environment. We encourage all students 
to be risk-takers and open-minded by 
trying new or unusual foods, inquirers and 
effective communicators by asking lots 
of	questions,	caring	and	reflective	during	
Food Tech. 

Parents are invited to follow along 
the progress of our students via the 
Alamanda College Primary Food Tech 
Blog. The link to access this blog is http://
alamandacollegefoodtech.weebly.com/. 
I also ask that students bring a clearly 
named container, with a lid, to all Food 
Tech sessions to ensure that students 
can take their food home with them 
after their session.

Mr Ludewig


